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fraction of a millimetre of other conductors;  hence the greatest
value of I in dynes per square centimetre is

104/87T.

The pressure of the atmosphere is about 106 dynes per square
centimetre, hence the greatest tension along the normal to an electri-
fied surface in air is about l/SOOir of the atmospheric pressure. That
is, a pressure due to about '3 of a millimetre of mercury would equal
in magnitude the greatest tension on a conductor placed in air at
ordinary pressure.s zero. Thus
